156    THE MEANS  OF NEUTRALIZING THE CANAL.

of European interest.    The maritime states of the world
cannot help being affected by it.   It is absurd to suppose
that they will not exercise the power which is theirs by
International Law of safe-guarding their interests in all
quarters, including the Isthmus of Panama.    They must
have a voice in whatever arrangements are made with
regard to the interoceanic canal.    If the United States
arrogated to herself the right to make what rules she
pleased in the matter of its navigation and protection,
she would have to be prepared to meet objections, and
perhaps hostility, from any states whose interests were
injuriously  affected  thereby.     No   declaration   by  an
American President or Secretary of State can alter the
rules of International Law, or change the physical con-
formation of the globe; and as both stand to-day, the
maritime powers of Europe have interests to protect in
the isthmus, and a right to take measures for their pro-
tection.    Allow them to join with the United States and
with one another in a great league for the purpose of
neutralizing the Panama   Canal, and   all interests   are
secured by a scheme which at once reconciles and pro-
tects them.    Insist, on the other hand, that one power
shall have exclusive political influence over the isthmus,
and all order vanishes in a chaos of conflicting claims
and divergent policies.

Which result is to be reached in the immediate
future ? The answer to this question depends chiefly
upon the rulers and people of the United States. They
have shewn a tendency of late to return to the old and
just policy which found favour with their predecessors :
and it would redound to the lasting honour of President
Cleveland and his advisers, if they settled this great and
thorny question on the lines laid down by the last